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Dear Friends, 

I hope this newsletter finds you and 
yours doing well and enjoying the 
summer.  A bit too warm for my taste 
(anyone else ready for some steady rain 
and cool fall temperatures?!) but it’s 
nice to see life return to some sense of 
normalcy, at least in our little corner of 
the world.  

It’s been a whirlwind of activity at WHS 
this spring and summer.  Exhausting, 
Inspiring, Challenging, Heartwarming 
– all words I would use to describe 
day-to-day operations at our shelters.  
Shelter life over the past year and a half 
has continued to stretch our limited 
resources.  It seems like everything is 
more expensive – have you bought 
lumber lately? – WOW!  Operating for 
the past 15 months during a pandemic 
forced our staff to be more strategic and creative in how we operated and how we 
raised ongoing funds to support our mission and life-saving programs and services. 
This past spring our staff worked tirelessly to prepare accordingly for when life opened 
back up and as such, we were able to develop and streamline many of our policies and 
procedures to best support our mission and the animals in our care and community.  

While many other shelters and rescue groups continued to limit their operations, there 
seemed to be no slow-down in the retail operations of large corporate pet supply stores 
and breeders – that strive to do nothing more than make a profit by selling animals to 
the general public.  Our domestic animal shelter has been inundated with guinea pigs, 
rabbits, birds, reptiles and other small animals – purchased from pet stores or obtained 
off social media sites, then surrendered to our shelter when they became inconvenient 
for people to care for.  The small animal room at our Division Street shelter has been 
over capacity for as long as I can recall and our staff has had to make room in other 
areas of our Division Street shelter to house cages and enclosures full of small animals, 
all needing care.  

This spring, our animal control and wildlife rehabilitation center staff responded to a 
call from a rural property in eastern Whatcom County where they found among other 
animals, several illegally kept venomous snakes, lizards and 3 alligators being housed in 
a dark, dirty garden greenhouse. Safely handling, housing and caring for these animals 
proved to be difficult and dangerous.  While some had to be humanely euthanized, 
(no easy task) others were able to be transferred to accredited zoos and sanctuaries 
(including the Bronx Zoo) where they could be properly cared for and respected.  

PawPrint
SHELTER LOCATION
2172 Division Street
Bellingham, WA 98226
Phone: (360) 733-2080
Fax: (360) 733-4746

HOURS OF OPERATION!
Shelter Services 
(licensing, lost & found, 
redemptions, etc.)
Wednesday – Saturday 
10:00 am – 6:00 pm 
Sunday – Monday 
11:00 am – 5:00 pm
Closed Tuesdays &  
Major Holidays

Adoption Services /  
Animal Adoption Viewing
Wednesday – Saturday 
11:00 am – 5:30 pm 
Sunday – Monday 
12:00 pm – 4:30 pm
Closed Tuesdays &  
Major Holidays

Animal Control Dispatch
Sunday – Tuesday
9:00 am – 5:00 pm
Wednesday – Saturday
10:00 am – 6:00 pm
*For after hours emergencies 
please call 9-1-1
Phone: (360) 733-2080
Fax: (360) 733-4746

Farm Facility
By appointment only

Wildlife Rehabilitation 
Center
9:00 am – 5:00 pm
(360) 966-8845 – please 
call, not open to the public

Thrift Shop 
Store Hours: Fri. & Sat.
9:00 am - 5:00 pm, 
Sun. 11:00 am - 3:00 pm
Donation drop-off: Thurs., 
Fri. & Sat. 10:00 am - 4:00 pm
(360) 543-6792

www.whatcomhumane.org
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Laura Clark, Executive Director

A Message From The Executive Director

Whatcom Humane 
Society Statement 

of Principle
The Whatcom Humane Society 
believes that all animals, as sen-
tient beings, have value beyond 
economic measurements and are 
entitled to legal, moral, and ethi-
cal consideration and protection.

Vision
Our community treats all animals 
with kindness, respect, and 
compassion. 

Mission Statement
The Whatcom Humane Society:
• Advocates for animals;
• Educates the community to 

promote humane treatment 
and respect for animals,

• Provides for abandoned, 
injured, abused or neglected 
animals. Letter Continued on p. 3
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Staff
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Laura Clark
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Sarah Kirkish
Andrea Merrill

Animal Care & Shelter  
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Danielle Yencopal-Smith,  
Operations Manager

Kris Bush, Companion Animal 
Care Services Manager                                                                                                                 

Christina Claussen, Foster Care 
Coordinator

Meghan Bland 
Jillian Cobb    
Nate Flowers
Kelsey Girvin 
Madesyn Ingram
Katherine Kandiko
Savannah Lampman
Kristin Reid
Caroline Sullivan
Hayley Vanderveen
Gabrielle Whitehall
Amy Wilkinson

Wildlife Rehabilitation  
Services

Alysha Evans, Manager,  
Licensed Wildlife  
Rehabilitator, LVT  

Meghan O’Keefe, Lead Wildlife 
Rehabilitator  

Rylie Chabot
Rachel Costello (seasonal)
Sarah Gamber (seasonal)
Annie Mueller (seasonal)
Anna Szabo

Animal Control & Rescue / 
Field Services

Paul Evans, Manager
Grace Dunbar-Miller,  

Dispatcher
Alison Ehl, Dispatcher 
Carrie Anderson
Kyle Berger
Kate Hisdal

Finance/Accounting
Dana Berger 

Special Events
Dana Browne, Manager

Humane Education 
Kelsey Forbes 

Thrift Shop 
Derrick Randolph, Manager 

Volunteer & Outreach  
Services
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Veterinary Services
Karen Rounds, DVM   
Sarah Hansen, Vet Assistant

WHS News
NEW WILDLIFE REHABILITATION CENTER 

BUILDING PROJECT – UPDATE!
We did it!  We have moved into our beautiful new 40 acre wildlife rehabilitation center 
property and facilities.  It’s been a long time coming and there is still so much work 
left to be done, but thanks to the best volunteers in the world (ie: humane heroes!), 
generous community support, dedicated staff and the cooperation and assistance 
of Whatcom County planning department, parks department and state and federal 
fish & wildlife agencies, we moved into our new wildlife center home the last week of 
June.  We will spend the summer settling in and continuing to work on a long, long 
list of essential projects and upgrades to fences, structures, enclosures, water system, 
electrical, plumbing and landscaping.  Thousands of injured and orphaned wild animals 
will benefit from the new WHS wildlife rehabilitation center for generations to come.  
We are so excited and grateful to everyone that has helped and supported this project 
and can’t wait to show it off later this year.  

Photos: 

1. Baby bird nursery in 
our new wildlife center 
facility

2. The indoor fawn 
nursery will provide safe, 
secure care for orphaned 
and injured fawns for 
generations to come

3. Outdoor fawn nursery 
area

4. Custom, reversible 
bottle feeders in the 
fawn nursery

5. One of the small 
mammal care rooms 
inside the new WHS 
wildlife center facility

6. Dan Claffey & Karl 
Kuntz, two of the 
MANY amazing WHS 
volunteers that worked 
(and continue to work) on 
the new wildlife center 
facilities and property. 
We couldn’t have done 
it without these two 
volunteer rockstars!

1. 2.

3. 4.

5. 6.
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On any given day over the past several months, it’s become routine for a citizen to arrive at our shelter to 
surrender a dog or cat with a history of biting, aggression towards people or other animals – or suffering from 
a significant medical issue. With few exceptions, many of these animals were adopted from private “rescues” 
that received animals from groups, shelters and organizations operating out of Texas, California, Louisiana 
or another parts of the country.  Let me be clear, I along with all our staff want nothing more than for these 
wonderful animals to have the opportunity to find loving homes.  But the growing trend of transporting large 
numbers of animals with questionable histories from thousands of miles away up to the pacific northwest has 
become big business for some. I recently heard a well-respected veterinarian in the community refer to the 
practice as “rescue mills” a take off the phrase “puppy mills.”  Sadly, it’s not far from the truth as so many 
of these animals exhibit severe behavior issues and suffer from chronic medical conditions.  Well-meaning, 
but unrealistic adopters are ill-equipped to handle these animals and we are seeing more and more of these 
animals, especially fractious dogs ending up in our care, placing incredible and unfair stress on our staff and 
volunteers as they work under difficult conditions to try and provide care and comfort to these souls.  

While the past several months and the start of summer have been busy, I’m so excited about the future of our 
organization.  I’m excited to show off our beautiful new wildlife rehabilitation center later this summer/early 
fall to our supporters, to see familiar faces at our Dog Days of Summer Festival and at our Masquerade Gala 
auction this fall.  We anticipate that the rest of the year is going to be busy and at times, stressful.  But thanks 
to our friends – friends like you, our supporters, members, business partners, event sponsors and of course 
our dedicated staff and amazing volunteers – we will be there, as we always are and have been since 1902 to 
provide for domestic, wild and farm animals in need.  We are so grateful for this community and the support 
and friendship we receive.  It means everything to us.  Thank you! 

With Gratitude and Respect, 

Laura Clark, executive director 

WHS News WHS News

Message from Executive Director, continued from p. 1

WHS volunteers (best volunteers in the world!) carry 
one of the mobile outdoor bird aviaries to a location 
on the property

Out beautiful new wildlife rehabilitation center 
lodge ~ The Andy & Erin Vitaljic Center for Wildlife 
Rehabilitation
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WHS News
WILDLIFE REHABILITATION CENTER 

NAMING OPPORTUNITIES
The Whatcom Humane Society wishes to provide public recognition for persons, companies and organizations 

that generously support our efforts to move into our wonderful new facility. Current naming opportunities include: 

MAIN LODGE/BUILDING
SPONSORED – Thank You Erin Vitaljic!

RECEIVING/VETERINARY CLINIC
$75,000

LARGE BIRD REHABILITATION FLIGHT CAGE
SPONSORED – Thank You Mancha Family!

SMALL BIRD REHABILITATION FLIGHT CAGES
$50,000 – Medium flight aviary
$25,000 – Small flight aviary (2) 

DEER ENCLOSURE
SPONSORED – In Memory of Mary “June” Shilleto

INDOOR WILDLIFE CARE ROOMS (3 TOTAL – 2 
Sponsored, 1 available)

$25,000 EACH
SPONSORED - Thank you Mountain Veterinary Clinic / 

Michelle Schraeder & Ed Stone! 
SPONSORED - Thank you Susanne Frantz! 

INDOOR BABY BIRD CARE ROOM
SPONSORED – Thank you Friends of the Animals!

OUTDOOR WATER FOWL ENCLOSURE
$50,000

OUTDOOR WELL HOUSE/WATER SYSTEM
SPONSORED – Thank you Sullivan Plumbing!

OUTDOOR MAMMAL ENCLOSURES (5)
$25,000 EACH

FAWN HUT 
SPONSORED – In Memory of Reed Merrill

MARINE MAMMAL ENCLOSURE
$25,000 

LAUNDRY FACILITIES
SPONSORED – Thank you Deb & Sid Strong!

KITCHEN/FOOD PREP AREA
SPONSORED – Thank you Phillips 66 Refinery!

For more information about naming opportunities, please contact WHS executive director Laura Clark at 
(360) 733-2080, ext # 3026 or email: director@whatcomhumane.org. 

SAVE THE DATE!  
WHS MASQUERADE GALA IS AROUND THE CORNER

October 23rd ~  5:00 pm - 9:00 pm ~ Four Points Sheraton, Bellingham

Please join us for an elegant evening of silent, live & dessert auctions, fine vegetarian dining, fabulous raffle 
prizes and more. Masquerade attire is optional – but fun!!  This year’s event will feature both an in-person silent 
and live auction as well as a virtual/online silent auction.  Registered guests will have access to participate and 
bid in the online auction the week prior to the live event.  Join us for one – or BOTH! 

Tickets available soon at www.whatcomhumane.org. 

Do you have an item to donate to our annual FUNdraiser?  We are looking for donations of travel experiences, 
unique gift items, restaurant gift certificates, themed gift packages, service gift certificates, garden art and 
supplies, outdoor excursions and more.  Contact Dana Browne at (360) 733-2080, ext # 3014 or email: 
events@whatcomhumane.org.  
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SHOP, DONATE AND SUPPORT 

THE WHATCOM HUMANE SOCIETY THRIFT SHOP
Whatcom Humane Society Thrift Shop
Cordata Place Shopping Center 
(same parking lot as Burlington Coat Factory)
4151 Meridian St, Bellingham, WA  98226
(360) 543-6792
Store Shopping Hours:
Friday & Saturday 9:00 am – 5:00 pm
Sunday 11:00 am – 3:00 pm

CREDIT/DEBIT ONLY – No cash or checks.

Proceeds from all purchases at the WHS 
Thrift Shop benefit daily operations and 
care for the domestic, wild and farm 
animals in our shelters.  A percentage of 
monthly sales (varies, depending on total sales) will be donated to WeSNiP (Whatcom Education Spay & Neuter Impact 
Program) through September 2022.   

Thank you for your generous support. 

WE ARE ACCEPTING DONATIONS!! 

Donations will be accepted on Thursdays, Fridays, and Saturdays ONLY between the hours of 10:00 am – 4:00 pm.  
Donations should be taken to the back door (on Cordata Parkway).  Ring the doorbell and our staff & volunteers will be 
available to assist you. 

DONATIONS THAT WE CAN CURRENTLY ACCEPT: 
• Furniture (please call ahead to make sure we have room  
 for large furniture donations – ie: Couches,  
 Recliners, etc.)
• Pet Supplies, Leashes, Collars, Bowls, Crates, Cat Trees
• Kitchen Items – Dishes, China, Glassware, Small  
 Appliances
• Vintage Collectibles
• Knick-Knacks
• New or Gently Used Adult Clothing & Shoes
• Accessories
• Artwork
• Jewelry
• Books
• Clean, Washed Linens, Curtains, Throw Rugs
• Holiday décor
• Antiques & Collectibles
• Household Decor

ITEMS THAT WE CANNOT ACCEPT
• TV’S, Old Stereo Equipment, VCR’S
• Cribs, Walkers, High Chairs, or Car Seats
• Bed Pillows
• Magazines
• Building & Remodeling Materials
• Carpet (Rugs OK)
• Cassettes, CD’S, VHS Tapes
• Cleaning Supplies
• Computer Items: PCs, laptops, monitors, printers, fax  
 machines, keyboard & mouse
• Electric Blankets
• Encyclopedias
• Fur Coats
• Gas Powered Yard Equipment
• Golf Clubs & Bags
• Health & Beauty Products, Cosmetics, Toiletries
• Helmets
• Leather Shoes, Belts, or Accessories
• Mattresses or Waterbeds
• Medical Supplies
• Paint/Hazardous Items
• Stuffed Animals
• Undergarments
• Appliances (large)

Please do not donate items that are stained, broken or 
otherwise in need of repair.  Do not “dump” or leave 
donations outside the door of the Thrift Shop.
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• Gift Cards for Costco, Fred Meyer, Petco, PetSmart, What-
com Farmers Co-op, Hardware Sales and Chris’s Squirrels & 
More (www.squirrelsandmore.com)

• Environmentally friendly hand, dish, and laundry soap
• Bleach
• Paper Towels
• Toilet Paper
• Hand Sanitizer Gel
• Latex Gloves
• Welding Gloves
• Play-Pens
• Old sheets/pillow cases/fleece blankets
• Non-automatic turn-off heating pads
• Cotton Balls
• Tarps
• Medium to large plastic storage bins (clear) with lids
• Feather dusters
• Frozen meats (chicken, liver, heart, venison)
• Frozen fish (small and large sizes)

• Frozen berries
• Soy-free cat and dog food (Costco Brand is good)
• High quality wet canned cat food 
• Bird seed
• Various nuts (for squirrels)
• Rodents blocks
• Eggs
• Blood worms (cube style) 
• Baby Food of all kinds
• Large live mealworms

WHS Wish List
Domestic Animal Shelter

Farm Facility

Wildlife Rehabilitation Center

• Postage stamps (first class & postcard)
• Copy paper (white, color  & cardstock)
• Gift Cards from petStop, Fred Meyer, Hardware Sales, 

Whatcom Farmer’s Co-op, Office Depot, Michaels, Petco, 
PetSmart & Costco

• New batteries
• New pens and highlighters
• Blankets and towels (no electric blankets)
• Dog Walk Harnesses – Easy Walk & Wonder Walk, front clip 

especially needed
• Dog collars
• New dog and cat toys
• Creamy peanut butter
• Paper towels
• Leashes

• Small animal treats and toys
• Bags and cans of dog and cat food (can be open or un-

opened, just not expired)
• Tennis balls
• KONG Toys (L & XL) for shelter dogs
• Catnip

• Gift Cards for Hardware Sales/Lowe’s/Home 
Depot, Whatcom Farmers Co-op

• Rubber stall mats
• Vet wrap
• New halters and lead ropes
• New horse treats and toys
• Fly spray

• De-wormer
• Stall Mats
• Bags of animal bedding 
• Horse Treats

Donations for any of our facilities can be dropped off at the WHS  
shelter facility Wednesday-Saturday, 10am - 6pm, Sunday - Monday, 11am - 5pm.

For more information, please contact Kelsey Forbes at (360) 733-2080, ext # 3116 or email  
outreach@whatcomhumane.org. Check out our amazon.com wish list! Visit amazon.com, “gifts & wish 
lists” (and register on Amazon Smile - a % of your purchase will be donated to WHS!) then type in  
Whatcom Humane.
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WHS News
FOSTER DOG DIARY

Written by: WHS volunteer Laurel Saville, CPDT, AAB-UW
May 2021

I set the crate down in my mud room. My dog, Willow, came to investigate. She 
stood between me and the door sniffing. I couldn’t see what was going on in the 
crate, but her body language was calm and all was quiet. She kept looking from 
me to the crate, as if to say, “Open the darn thing, will you?” Because I trust her 
judgment completely, I reached around her and opened the door. She pushed 
her head and shoulders into the crate. Then I heard a dull, rhythmic thumping.
“What the…..?”

It took me a minute to recognize the sound: it was a happily wagging tail banging 
against the hard plastic of the crate. Willow’s tail began an answering swish. I 
called her to me and we sat down together a few feet away. Immediately, 25 
pounds of six-month old puppy came wiggling out of the crate and squirmed his 
way onto my lap, licking both me and Willow with excitement.

This may not seem like a notable event. But believe me, it is an absolute triumph 
and the kind of thing that makes fostering so satisfying. You see, just fifteen 
minutes and seven miles earlier, this very same dog was huddled in the corner 
of an office at the Whatcom Humane Society, surrounded by untouched bits of cheese and hotdogs that people had tossed to him in 
hopes that they could coax him from his pile of fleece, where he crouched, refusing to make eye contact, much less physical contact, 
with anyone. The completely shut down pup I met at the shelter and the pup that was now throwing play bows to my dog were 
completely different creatures. The first version was totally unadoptable; the second was the kind of adorable mutt anyone would want 
to scoop up and bring home. All it took for him to come out of his shell of frozen fear was a change of venue.

Unlike private rescue groups that pick and choose which dogs they accept, WHS is an open admission shelter that must provide refuge 
for any animal that needs help. We are fortunate that our generous community has helped WHS create and maintain modern, spacious, 
well-designed, well-managed physical facilities. But it’s still a stressful place for most animals to be. Sanitation requirements demand a 
bunch of unforgiving and echoing surfaces, like concrete, steel, and hard plastic. There is a constant cacophony of sound as caretakers 
come and go, animals vocalize, doors clang open and shut. And there is a constant barrage of strangers that poke, prod, stare, make 
faces, touch, restrain, maneuver, coax, and generally act in ways that dogs find more than a little rude. Put that on top of the confusion 
of losing a home and a family, and you have a set up that not only does not bring out the best in a dog, but may actually bring out the 
worst.

This is why volunteer foster homes are so critical. Bringing a shelter dog into a home setting for an afternoon, an overnight, a week, 
a month or months gives them a stress vacation. It allows staffers to learn what the dog’s true personality is and how the dog 
responds and interacts with a family, food resources, other pets, noises, training, and all the other elements of a typical home life. This 
information is critical for making the best match possible so the animal’s next placement is a true forever home.

What does it take to be a foster? A safe space and a bit of patience. There are many cases where experience with certain breeds or 
species or behavior issues is required, but in some situations, you’re just offering a respite. Don’t you get too attached? No, not really. 
You go into fostering knowing the situation is temporary. It’s like having company – fun while it lasts, but kind of a relief when they’re 
gone. Plus, I always remind myself that I can help the most dogs – and create the most happy endings – by fostering, not adopting.
During the time I fostered this puppy, I got to observe how smart, sweet, goofy, affectionate, playful, and responsive he truly was. 
He went from shunning me to snuggling in behind my knees when it was time for a nap, from refusing to look at me to running full tilt 
toward me when I called him. He went back to the shelter and then a student of mine who had never fostered before brought him into 
her home, giving him the opportunity to settle in and to fully blossom. 

“I had never thought of fostering before, and now I’m so glad I did,” she says. “It’s been a wonderful experience. I get to have two 
dogs when I want that, and then have only one when I travel. Of course, it’s a little sad to give him up again, but that sadness is nothing 
compared to how good it feels to see him go to the perfect match of a permanent home.”

Which is just what happened for this pup. He was adopted by a young couple who wanted “a young dog to love and snuggle and take 
hikes with.” If this pup had not had the chance to be a foster dog, we’d never have known that this is just what he wants in life, too.
Would you like to try fostering a shy dog or a young kitten, a stressed bird or an anti-social guinea pig? (Over the years, I’ve fostered 
dogs, a bunny, chickens and ducks, and a kitten.) WHS has creatures of all kinds that would love to come stay with you while they grow 
up, calm down, chill out, learn to trust again, and get ready to find their forever homes.  

If you are interested in learning more about becoming a WHS foster home, contact: volunteer@whatcomhumane.org.

Laurel Saville and her canine companion Willow.
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WHS WORKING CAT PROGRAM CELEBRATES 1ST ANNIVERSARY 

Written by: Jillian Cobb, WHS working cat coordinator 

Feral cats are often a forgotten, unappreciated, and underserved 
community throughout the nation. Unsocialized to humans, feral cats 
have had minimal to no contact with people and instead, commonly, 
live amongst other cats (“colonies”). They are self-reliant, intelligent, and 
resilient animals who are often very elusive. However, once their presence 
is known by humans, they are commonly seen as a nuisance. This negative 
reputation is just one barrier feral cats face which complicates their already 
challenging lives.

Since the Whatcom Humane Society is an open-admission shelter, no 
animal is ever turned away. This includes accepting any and all feral cats. 
Most feral cats arrive by being humanely trapped and brought into the 
shelter by a member of the public. Part of my job at the shelter is helping 
to intake these cats as I work in the customer service department at the 
shelter. As I check these cats in, my heart always hurts for them as I know 
they have been completely uprooted from their colony, food source, 
shelter, and territory. Their whole life has just drastically changed due to 
no fault of their own. At one point in time, euthanasia was sadly the likely 
outcome for most of these cats. But under our new program today, I now 
also feel a sense of optimism. I know I will try my absolute best to find this 

cat an appropriate, welcoming new home for them to live their best life. 

How do we adopt out these special feral felines? We embrace their strengths and skills to help them thrive as working cats 
within our very own community!

The Working Cat Program launched in July of 2020. This program is designed specifically to match feral cats that would 
not enjoy traditional household placement with an adopter who would like cats to live on their property for the primary 
purpose of pest control. This is not only beneficial for the adopters, as they are gaining safe, non toxic, 24/7 rodent 
control, but is also a life-saving program for the cats. 

Assisting with the program we have the amazing support of volunteer and cat extraordinaire, Patricia Maass (co-founder 
of WeSNiP). After interested adopters complete an application, both Patricia and/or myself will schedule a quick site visit 
to see the property and structure the cats will call home. Typically, these are barns, shops, garages, nurseries, sheds or 
warehouses. The visits are never to approve or deny an applicant, but is rather to help determine where and how to best 
acclimate the cats for a successful placement. In other words, we encourage everyone to think like a feral! Making their 
new home as appealing as possible from the cat’s perspective will increase the likelihood the cats will stay once released.  

WHS Working Cats are also almost always placed in pairs, at minimum, as this will not only increase their happiness but 
will also encourage them to stay on the property. After each cat is vetted - including sterilization, vaccines, microchip, 
deworming, flea-treatment, and an ear-tip (signifying alter status) - they are ready to head to their new home! Patricia and 
I will transport the cats along with any needed supplies to the adopter’s property. The first few weeks are known as the 
“acclimation period”. This is when the cats are confined within a room, or most commonly, provided cat condos, for 2-4 
weeks. This is the most critical part of the process because this is when the cats are learning and absorbing all there is 
to know about their new home and building a bond with their caretaker (hint: lots of stinky, yummy canned food always 
scores bonus points with the cats!). 

After this acclimation period, the kennels are opened, the cats are released, and their work begins. They are ready to 
explore, hunt, and enjoy their new life. The vast majority of the cats placed have reportedly been strong hunters, making 
a noticeable difference soon after release. We receive many updates from pleasantly surprised adopters that “gifts” were 
left for them by the cats within just the first couple days of release. However, even the less successful hunters tend to make 
an impact as their presence alone seems to deter rodents from the property. 

WHS working cat coordinator Jillian Cobb getting ready 
to deliver a working cat to it’s new home.
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Not only do their hunting skills shine once released, but the cat’s true personality and role within their colony will also 
appear. One such wonderful placement was with three cats that were originally found living behind a local grocery store. 
After being acclimated in a barn and then released, the female cat became the strong, adventurous hunter; one male 
became social with humans; the other male kept an eye on the actions inside the barn while also being the boss of his 
siblings (he’s never shy about hogging the canned food and treats!). Unique roles and relations such as these will naturally 
develop and flourish when placing cats together. 

Many Working Cat adopters tend to develop a strong bond with their new cats, even if they can never touch or rarely see 
their new companion. This highlights my favorite aspect of this program: it respects, embraces, and celebrates feral cats 
and all their qualities just the way they are. 

One of our most beloved placements occurred after a colony of nine cats arrived at the shelter, found in an abandoned 
home slated for demolition. Two from this colony were placed at a Montessori school consisting of their very own barnyard 
with sheep and chickens. While remaining elusive after release, the cats have patrolled the property and kept rodents 
away. Equally important, the cats have also provided an opportunity for the children to learn to respect them as working 
companions for the farm. 

Sometimes, we are pleasantly surprised to hear that cats that were once semi-feral have warmed up to their caretaker to 
such an extent, they will allow human touch. One 
very fractious tom cat arrived at the shelter in 
January clearly living a rough life; he was infested 
with ear mites and wounded from fighting. In 
February, he was placed in a shop and after 
several months, we received this happy update: 

“About 10 days ago he finally decided we were 
his new family and has completely warmed up to 
us, and caught his first field mouse last week in 
the late evening! So proud of him. He took a very 
long time to warm up but he’s eating well, comes 
when we call him, let’s us pick him up on occasion 
and is learning to not swat at us. He LOVES pets 
and wants us to be around as much as possible. 
He seems happy and has become vocal and 
adorable.”

Whether the cats warm up to social interaction 
with people or not, this program is an 
instrumental first step in helping feral cats that 
arrive at the shelter. As this program continues 
to grow, it will hopefully in time, branch into 
a TNR (trap-neuter-return) program to add 
another critical component to assist the feral cat 
community throughout the community. Giving 
these cats a second chance to live a happy and 
enriching life is truly a rewarding experience that 
would not be possible without adopters looking 
to open their hearts to some special felines. To 
date, the program has happily placed 96 cats 
with over 35 amazing families across Whatcom, 
Skagit, and Snohomish counties. 

If you are interested in adopting your very own 
working cats, please contact me at  
workingcats@whatcomhumane.org. 



YOU AUTO DONATE
You “auto” donate your old car, truck, boat, boat-
house, RV or trailer to benefit the animals at the What-
com Humane Society.  All donated vehicles must be 
running and able to be driven, with a clean title. Your 
donation is tax deductible and will help support our 
daily operations. For more information, please contact 
Dana Browne at (360) 733-2080, ext # 3014 or email 
events@whatcomhumane.org.

Ways to stay connected  
with WHS!

“Friend” us on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram!  
Become a “fan” of our social media pages and 
receive updates on what is going on at our shelters 
and the latest up-to date information on animal 
related issues in our community.  

Want to receive the latest WHS news via email?  Sign 
up and join our email newsletter list.  Email your 
address to: admin@whatcomhumane.org. In the 
“message” line type “join email news list.”  Thanks! 10

WHS PET LOSS 
SUPPORT SERVICES AVAILABLE

We understand 
how incredibly 
difficult losing 
a pet can be.  If 
you have been 
struggling with 
the loss of a pet, 
are anticipating 
the death of 
a beloved 

companion animal or dealing with the difficult 
decision of euthanasia, we are here for you. 

Please contact outreach@whatcomhumane.org 
or call (360) 733-2080, ext # 3116.  WHS will put 
you in touch with one of our amazing volunteer 
pet loss support/grief facilitators.  These kind and 
compassionate volunteers understand what you 
are going through and would be happy to listen 
without judgment and offer valuable resources as 
you continue your journey through grief. 

For additional pet loss resources, visit  
www.whatcomhumane.org/resources/#pet-loss. 

SILENT DISCO


