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Dear Friends, 

I hope this newsletter finds you 
all doing well and enjoying the 
summer. Apologies for sending 
this newsletter to you a bit later 
than anticipated. It’s been one 
heck of a busy summer at all 
three of our shelter facilities. 
Thankfully, our extremely 
dedicated staff and volunteer 
teams have been tirelessly 
working to provide care, comfort 
and services to the domestic, 
wild and farm animals that have 
come through our doors. And it’s 
because of the generous and ongoing support of our members and supporters 
like you that we have the resources to do so. Thank you all! 

Working in such a busy shelter environment can make it difficult to find the time 
to look to the future and focus on “big picture” projects.  One of the things that 
I am deeply committed to is working on legislative changes that can strengthen 
protections and improve the lives of all animals in our community, Washington 
State and beyond.  I feel strongly that this is one of the most important ways 
to make a real and profound difference in how animals are treated, valued and 
cared for – both on a small and large scale and for generations to come.  I am 
honored to serve as a volunteer board member for an organization called The 
Washington Federation of Animal Care & Control Agencies (The Federation) 
and serve as the chairperson of the group’s legislative committee.  Volunteering 
alongside of some truly incredible and inspiring leaders in the animal welfare 
world, the Federation’s legislative committee worked tirelessly during the 2019 
State legislative session to champion several key pieces of legislation.  Working 
together with animal shelters and animal welfare groups throughout our State, 
key legislators, the Washington State Veterinary Medical Association, the ASPCA 
and many others, several bills were passed that will really benefit animals in our 
State. Two bills in particular stand out to me as being extremely beneficial to the 
animals in our community. 

SB5004, known as the “Veterinary Services Bill” was passed by the Washington 
State Legislature and became law on July 28, 2019. This potentially life-saving 
legislation will now allow animal shelters and animal welfare organizations like 
WHS to expand basic veterinary services and care for owned pets of low-income 
residents in need. Previously, public veterinary services by shelter veterinarians 
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SHELTER LOCATION
2172 Division Street
Bellingham, WA 98226
Phone: (360) 733-2080
Fax: (360) 733-4746

HOURS OF OPERATION:
Shelter Services 
(licensing, lost & found, 
redemptions, etc.)
Wednesday – Saturday 
10:00 am – 6:00 pm 
Sunday – Monday 
11:00 am – 5:00 pm
Closed Tuesdays &  
Major Holidays

Adoption Services /  
Animal Adoption Viewing
Wednesday – Saturday 
11:00 am – 5:30 pm 
Sunday – Monday 
12:00 pm – 4:30 pm
Closed Tuesdays &  
Major Holidays

Animal Control Dispatch
Sunday – Tuesday
9:00 am – 5:00 pm
Wednesday – Saturday
10:00 am – 6:00 pm
*For after hours emergencies 
please call 9-1-1
Phone: (360) 733-2080
Fax: (360) 733-4746

Farm Facility
By appointment only

Wildlife Rehabilitation 
Center
Fall/Winter
9:00 am – 5:00 pm
Late Spring/Summer
8:00 am – 7:00 pm
(360) 966-8845 – please 
call, not open to the public
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A Message From The Executive Director

Whatcom Humane 
Society Statement 

of Principle
The Whatcom Humane Society 
believes that all animals, as sen-
tient beings, have value beyond 
economic measurements and are 
entitled to legal, moral, and ethi-
cal consideration and protection.

Vision
Our community treats all animals 
with kindness, respect, and 
compassion. 

Mission Statement
The Whatcom Humane Society:
• Advocates for animals;
• Educates the community to 

promote humane treatment 
and respect for animals,

• Provides for abandoned, 
injured, abused or neglected 
animals. Letter Continued on p. 6
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WHS News
SASQUATCH SIGHTING?! 

NO, JUST A “TYPICAL DAY” AT THE 
WHATCOM HUMANE SOCIETY 

WILDLIFE REHABILITATION CENTER 
Written by: Alysha Evans, WHS wildlife rehabilitation center 

manager, licensed wildlife rehabilitator, LVT 

“It’s in the costume box!” is a common phrase one might hear 
at the wildlife center during the spring/summer while orphans 
are in our care. People often ask “you wear costumes while 
caring for the wildlife?” and the answer is YES! 

Taking care of orphaned wildlife is no easy task. As much as 
everyone would like to think that we cuddle/talk to our patients 
and that they love to be with us, that could not be further from 
the truth. 

In order to take care of orphaned wildlife properly, the WHS 
wildlife rehabilitation center follows best practices to avoid 
animals associating humans with food, shelter or comfort. In 
order for a wild animal to be just that, wild, it must be able to 
survive on its own behaviorally and physically and thrive in their 
environment. Orphans already have the odds stacked against 
them; no parents, little if any exposure to the wild and now 
humans having to raise them. 

At the WHS wildlife rehabilitation center we institute care techniques where we do 
everything we can to mimic what the parents would do in the wild. In order to do this, 
we wear an array of costumes, play appropriate calls, use puppets and decoys in order 
to encourage the orphans to “think deer” or “think heron” rather than “think human”. 

There are some species that will habituate (be comfortable and lose healthy fears) to 
humans more than others, such as deer. In order to combat this, we wear ghillie suits 
to hide our human appearances. These ghillie suits are worn every single time deer 
personnel are ever around them, which is few and far between. The suits are scented 
in order to lessen our human presence. When an orphaned or injured fawn first comes 
into our care, it receives a quick exam, is treated for any injuries/illness and is then 
placed in the fawn pen. This pen is surrounded by a privacy fence and is equipped 
with a sound system that plays nature sounds. This better equips the fawns for “life in 
the wild” and negates the human presence as much as possible. From there on out, 
the fawn is cared for by specially trained fawn personnel only, which is comprised of 
only one individual during the critical nursing period. This individual is responsible for 
all care during this time 24/7 and always wears the suit so that the fawns never get the 
chance to be around a “human”. The caregiver never talks to, cuddles, spends time 
with or interacts with the fawns as this is what causes habituation. During the course of 
the fawn’s rehabilitation, it will learn how to nurse from a bottle, which can pose quite 
the challenge as a bottle is definitely not mom! After this, they then quickly progress 
to a bottle rack, which puts a physical barrier between the caregiver and the fawn until 
release time. Once the fawn is on the bottle rack, the caregiver’s only interaction is 
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WHS STAFF & VOLUNTEERS PARTICIPATE 
IN SPAY-A-THON HUMANITARIAN MISSION 

This past winter and spring WHS volunteer Lauren V., 
WHS animal control officer Claudia A., WHS animal 
care tech Cholena B., and WHS animal control officer 
Kyle B. participated in an unforgettable humanitarian 
mission for animals.  All four volunteered with the 
Humane Society of the United States Spayathon 
for Puerto Rico project. This massive (and ongoing) 
endeavor brought together national and international 
animal welfare groups and volunteers to Puerto Rico 
with the goal of providing spay/neuter surgeries and 
vaccinations to 30,000 dogs and cats in a 12 month 
period. WOW! The WHS team made two trips and 
collectively volunteered over 20 days and 600+ hours 
of time to help animals in San Juan, Puerto Rico and 
the surrounding areas.  Of course, they also managed 
to bring back five adorable puppies, all of whom were 
immediately adopted into permanent, responsible 
and loving homes!  Great Job Team!  

through a fence to provide food and enrichment. Since fawns are rehabilitated in a herd 
setting, they quickly bond with each other which fulfills their social interaction needs and 
creates learning opportunities. In a typical 24 hour day when fawns are very young and 
being trained to nurse on the bottle, the actual time the caregiver is “hands on” equates 
to about 60 minutes. This soon diminishes to no “hands on” care once they are on the 
bottle rack. 

Many people call and ask us to take a fawn that they have been caring for “for a few 
months” because it is just getting “too big” or “needs to be wild”. These calls make us 
hang our heads in sadness as 99% of the time it is too late for them to be truly wild. A 
wild animal needs to be treated as such from the very beginning, even as babies. The 
danger of releasing a habituated animal is so great that it is actually illegal. Not only will 
that animal pose a danger to humans, but it will also suffer a great deal as it does not 
know how to survive. This is why raising wildlife needs to be done by specially trained and 
licensed professionals. 

“Oh how cute! you get to play with baby wild animals!” is a phrase we hear all too often. 
In reality, our wildlife rehabilitation center staff, interns and volunteers have never played with a baby wild animal 
and have absolutely no desire to do so. We often get asked how we can be so hands-off with our patients, and 
the answer is quite simple, we want them to succeed. Wildlife rehabilitation is a true labor of love, and when you 
really love something, you do what is best for them, which in the case of wildlife, is treating them as such. We 
do our very best to raise every orphan in a way that will allow them to not only be free, but thrive upon release. 
Yes those costumes are hot in the summer, yes they can make it hard to see but boy oh boy do they save lives! 
“It’s in the costume box!” is a phrase we love to say and hear, as we know it will one day allow our patients to do 
what they do best, be wild.

To learn more about the WHS wildlife rehabilitation center and our ongoing plans to construct a new WHS 
wildlife rehabilitation center and to support these efforts, please visit www.whatcomhumane.org.
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WHS News
FROM BIG TO SMALL . . . WE CARE FOR THEM ALL!

From hamsters to horses and everything in between.  As an open-admission shelter, WHS cares for a 
very diverse animal population.  Here are just a few of the MANY large animals currently being cared 
for at the WHS farm property – and in need of permanent, responsible and loving homes.  Visit  
www.whatcomhumane.org for more info or email our farm caretaker to learn more ~  
farm@whatcomhumane.org. 
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UPDATE ON ANIMALS FROM HOHL FEED & SEED FIRE
On a freezing cold February morning last winter, the Bellingham 
Fire Department and Bellingham Police Department responded 
to a large fire at longtime local business Hohl Feed & Seed on 
Railroad Avenue in Bellingham. Whatcom Humane Society animal 
control officers were contacted and dispatched to the scene. Over 
75 animals were initially rescued and transported to the Whatcom 
Humane Society for care and treatment. The number of animals 
received increased to over 100 
in the following days. Animals 
included domestic rabbits, 
mice, gerbils, hamsters, rats, 
birds and a tarantula. Working 
with the staff at Hohl Feed & 
Seed, several animals were 
claimed by store employees 

and their friends. The Whatcom Humane Society multi-purpose 
room was transformed into “small animal central” and our 
dedicated staff and volunteer teams spent hours setting up and 
caring for each animal’s individual needs. A special adoption day 

was scheduled and our amazing 
and generous community 
showed up in force to support 
these wonderful little animals 
and over 60 were adopted 
in one weekend! Since that 
terrible day last winter, the majority of the animal survivors have 
found great new homes. But believe it or not, we still have a few 
animals from the tragic fire available for adoption. So, the next time 
you are visiting our Division Street shelter, make sure to stop by the 
small animal room in our shelter and consider opening your heart 
and home to a small critter in need. 

WHS News WHS News
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was limited to spay/neuter, microchips and vaccinations. This amendment to the current Washington 
State law (RCW 18.92.250) will now allow for expanded veterinary services to owned pets in need and 
provide animal shelters the opportunity as their resources allow to offer veterinary care to adopted 
pets for 30 days after adoption regardless of the adopter’s household income. The WHS board of 
directors and some of our key stakeholders are currently reviewing what current and future financial 
resources and staffing levels WHS has available to allow us to offer these additional services. Initial 
ideas have included the possibility of offering pet wellness clinics in low-income communities and 
on a regular basis at WHS. We are very excited about this opportunity and I will keep you posted on 
future plans. 

On January 1, 2020 HB1026 becomes law. This critical legislation will greatly reduce breed-specific 
discrimination of dogs. The current Washington State law (RCW16.08) will be amended to specify 
that a Washington State city or county may not prohibit possession/ownership of a dog simply 
based on its breed, impose requirements specific to the dog based on breed or declare a dog to 
be dangerous or potentially dangerous simply based on its breed, unless specific criteria is met. For 
shelters and animal control agencies that currently operate in a community that currently have breed 
ban legislation in place (in Whatcom County, the cities of Sumas and Everson have current breed ban 
legislation in place) this change will have a profound impact. Any jurisdiction that currently has an 
ordinance that regulates or prohibits the possession/ownership of a dog simply based on its breed, 
will need to remove references to specific dog breeds or incorporate an exemption process (outlined 
in the actual bill language) in order to meet the requirements of the new law. I will be working closely 
with the cities in our community that currently have breed discrimination legislation in place and offer 
assistance to help them understand these changes. 

As we enter the final quarter of 2019 I am excited by what the future holds for our non-profit 
organization. We will continue our work to provide for animals in need and offer services to both the 
animal and human residents of our community. I look forward to sharing updates with you on our 
programs, services and hope to have the opportunity to see you in our domestic animal shelter or at 
one of our many upcoming fundraising or community events. Working together, we can continue to 
make a difference ~ one animal at a time. Thank you so much for supporting the animals in our care. 
It means the world to all of us. 

With Gratitude and Respect, 

Laura Clark,
Executive Director

Message from Executive Director, continued from p. 1
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WHS Wish ListWHS News
Domestic Animal Shelter

Farm Facility

Wildlife Rehabilitation Center

• Postage stamps (first class & postcard)
• Copy paper (white, color  & cardstock)
• Gift Cards from petStop, Fred Meyer, 

Hardware Sales, Whatcom Farmer’s 
Coop, Office Depot, Michaels, Petco, 
PetSmart & Costco

• New batteries
• New pens and highlighters
• Blankets and towels (no electric blan-

kets)
• Dog Walk Harnesses – Easy Walk & 

Wonder Walk, front clip especially 
needed

• Dog collars
• New dog and cat toys

• Creamy peanut 
butter

• Paper towels
• Leashes
• Small animal 

treats and toys
• Bags and cans 

of dog and cat food (can be open or 
unopened, just not expired)

• Tennis balls
• KONG Toys (L & XL) for shelter dogs
• Catnip

• Gift Cards for Hardware Sales/Lowe’s/
Home Depot, Whatcom Farmers Co-op

• Rubber stall mats
• Vet wrap
• New halters and lead ropes
• New horse treats and toys
• Fly spray

• De-wormer
• Stall Mats
• Bags of animal 

bedding 
• Horse Treats

• Gift Cards for Costco, Fred Meyer, Pet-
Co, PetSmart, Whatcom Farmers Co-
op, Hardware Sales and Chris’s Squirrels 
& More (www.squirrelsandmore.com)

• Environmentally friendly hand, dish, and 
laundry soap

• Bleach
• Paper Towels
• Toilet Paper
• Hand Sanitizer Gel
• Latex Gloves
• Welding Gloves
• Fishing Nets with Poles
• Play-Pens
• Old sheets/pillow cases/fleece blankets
• Non-automatic turn-off heating pads
• Cotton Balls
• Straw Bales
• Pet Carriers (all sizes)
• Tarps
• Medium to large plastic storage bins 

(clear) with lids

• Feather dusters
• Frozen meats 

(chicken, liver, 
heart, venison)

• Frozen fish (small 
and large sizes)

• Frozen berries
• Soy-free cat and dog food (Costco 

Brand is good)
• High quality wet canned cat food 
• Cracked corn
• Bird seed
• Various nuts (for squirrels)
• Rodents blocks
• Eggs
• Ensure – Vanilla flavor
• Blood worms (cube style) 
• Baby Food of all kinds
• Large live mealworms

Donations for any of our facilities can be dropped off at the WHS shelter facility 
Wednesday-Saturday, 10am - 6pm, Sunday - Monday, 11am - 5pm.

For more information, please contact Kelsey Forbes at (360) 733-2080, ext # 3116 or email 
outreach@whatcomhumane.org. Check out our amazon.com wish list! Visit  
amazon.com, “gifts & wish lists” (and register on Amazon Smile - a % of your purchase 
will be donated to WHS!) then type in Whatcom Humane.

WHS MONTHLY 
PET LOSS 

SUPPORT GROUP

The Whatcom Humane Soci-
ety’s monthly Pet Loss Sup-
port Group offers support and 
resources to help with the loss 
of a pet.  The Pet Loss Support 
Group meets the 3rd Thurs-
day of each month from 6pm 
– 7:30pm in the multi-purpose 
room at the Whatcom Humane 
Society’s Division Street shelter 
facility.  

There is no charge for this 
group, no reservations needed 
and you are free to attend as 
often as necessary throughout 
your grief process.  

The Pet Loss Support Group 
provides a safe, supportive 
place where pet owners can 
share stories about their pet 
and work through their grief 
with others who have suffered a 
similar loss. 

Volunteers provide supportive 
help for those who have been 
touched by the loss of a pet, are 
anticipating the death of a pet, 
are dealing with the difficult 
decision of euthanasia, have suf-
fered from a lost or stolen pet 
or are wondering when/if it is 
time to add another pet to the 
family. 

For more information, please 
contact Kelsey Forbes at (360) 
733-2080, ext # 3116 or email 
outreach@whatcomhumane.org. 
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Save the DateSave the Date
17 th Annual

Masquerade Gala
17 th Annual

Masquerade Gala

GigiGigi

for thefor the

10-26-2019 • 5:30 p.m.
Four Points by Sheraton

714 Lakeway Dr, Bellingham

Be sure to save the date for this festive evening 
of exciting auctions, raffle prizes, a delicious 

vegetarian dinner and mouth-watering desserts. 
Look for your invitation to arrive in September.    

If you are interested in sponsoring or 
donating an auction item, please contact 
Dana Browne at (360) 733-2080 x3014 

OR events@whatcomhumane.org
www.whatcomhumane.org

YOU AUTO DONATE
You “auto” donate your old car, truck, boat, 
boathouse, RV or trailer to benefit the animals 
at the Whatcom Humane Society.  All  
donated vehicles must be running and able to 
be driven, with a clean title. Your donation is 
tax deductible and will help support our daily 
operations. For more information, please  
contact Laura Clark at (360) 733-2080, ext # 
3026 or email director@whatcomhumane.org. 

Ways to stay  
connected with WHS!

“Friend” us on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram! 
Become a “fan” of the WHS Facebook & Twitter 
pages and receive updates on what is going on at 
our shelters and the latest up-to-date information 
on animal related issues in our community.

Want to receive the latest WHS news via email? 
Sign up & join our email newsletter list. Email your 
address to: admin@whatcomhumane.org. In the 
“message” line type “join email news list.” Thanks!


