














Coming Soon!
WHS Annual Masquerade Gala

a delicious vegetarian dinner, and mouth watering desserts.

Saturday, October 24th
5pm -10 pm
Bellingham Golf & Country Club

Cost: $75 per person or $600 for a table of 8.

Tickets will be available in early September!

Be sure to save the date for this festive evening of exciting auctions,

Early Bird Special: Reserve your tickets and pay by October 1st and you’ll be entered into a drawing to win free limousine
service (for up to 8) to and from the gala. Limousine service graciously donated by RPM Limousine.

If you are interested in sponsoring the gala or donating an auction item, please contact WHS Development Director Kristi Myers at
development@whatcomhumane.org or call 360-733-2080 x 3056.

2009 Masquerade Gala Spokesdog Katie Loober

Looking For a Few Big Hearts

Have a few extra hours to give? Join the WHS volunteer team. Last
year, WHS shelter and Paws Awhile volunteers donated 8,325 hours
for the animals. WOW!

There are many volunteer opportunities in and out of the shelter.
They include:

TLC Shelter Volunteers

Special Event Volunteers

Foster Homes

Bunny Brigade/Rat Pack Volunteers
Farm Friend Volunteers

Humane Education Volunteers
Outreach Volunteers

Clerical Volunteers

WHS Board of Directors

For more information, please download a volunteer packet at

www.whatcomhumane.org or call (360)733-2080, ext # 4102 or
email volunteer@whatcomhumane.org.

You Can Make a Difference

There are many ways you can help us fulfill our mission

of sheltering, protecting, and defending the animals of our
community. Gifts of all sizes make such a difference in the lives
of these precious animals; with your help we can make our
community a better place for all.
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You Can:
* send a donation in the enclosed envelope or stop by our shelter to
make an immediate gift.
e visit our website and click on the link to make a gift online.
e commemorate a special occasion with a gift to the shelter;
many gifts can be made in honor or in memory of friends,
family, & pets.
» take a look at our wish list on page 8 for additional gift ideas.
* include the Whatcom Humane Society in your will or other
estate planning tools.*
»  name the Whatcom Humane Society as the beneficiary on
a life insurance policy, 401(k) or other retirement plan.*
»  donate certain personal assets to be used for the benefit of
the animals.*
e give of your time, become a volunteer!
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*Please discuss these options with us before acting, since there
may be special considerations before any legal documents
or other types of action are taken. We urge you to discuss your
thoughts with your family as well as a professional advisor!




Dog Training...We’re Positive!

Continued from page 4

brushed the incident aside as insignificant,
apparently blissfully unaware that he had
provided the dog with the opportunity to
successfully practice the undesirable behavior
(aggression).

Even if the dog’s reaction falls short of a
flesh-shredding defense, the relationship
between dog and owner can be significantly
damaged as the dog learns to fear or resent
the angry, unpredictable responses of his
human, and the human comes to fear the
beloved dog who now bites him. Given our
odd primate body language and behaviors,
we are undoubtedly confusing enough to our
canine companions, without adding what to
them must seem like completely unprovoked,
incomprehensible explosions of violence.

Crossing over

Increasingly, trainers are entering the
profession who learned their craft without an
early foundation of coercion training. This
is a good thing! However, there are enough
old-fashioned trainers around that positive
trainers still find themselves working with a
fair number of “crossover dogs” — those who
are convinced that they must not dare offer a
behavior for fear of punishment.

It can be frustrating to owners and trainers
alike to work through the dog’s conditioned
shutdown response to the training
environment. Shaping exercises, especially
“free-shaping” that reinforces virtually

any behavior to start with, are ideal for
encouraging a crossover dog to think outside
the box. This serves the same purpose for
crossover owners and trainers as well!

It takes time to rebuild the trust of a dog
who has learned to stay safe by waiting for
explicit instructions before proceeding. It’s
well worth the effort. The most rewarding
and exciting part of training for me is
watching the dawning awareness on a dog’s
face that he controls the consequences of his
behavior, and that he can elicit good stuff
from his trainer by offering certain behaviors.
We never, ever, experienced that in the

“old days.” I used to take “sit” for granted,
because if the dog didn’t sit when I asked, I
made him do it.

Today, I never get over the thrill of that
moment when the dog understands, for
the first time, that he can make the clicker
“Click!” (and receive a treat) simply by
choosing to sit. It keeps training eternally
fresh and exciting.

Not quite convinced?

So why, given all the available scientific
and anecdotal evidence about the success of

positive training, do some dog trainers and
owners cling stubbornly to the old ways?
Because it works for them much of the time?
Resistance to change? Fear of the unknown?
It pains me that so many in the U.S. are still
so far away from the positive end of the
dog-training continuum. The celebrity status
of Cesar Millan is evidence that dog owners
and trainers are more than willing to buy
into the coercion-and-intimidation approach
to training, and that the use of force is an
ingrained part of our culture.

Old-fashioned methods can work. Decades of
well-behaved dogs and the owners who loved
them can attest to that. So why should they
bother to cross over to the positive side? The
short answer is that positive training works,
it’s fun, and it does not have the potential to
cause stress and physical injury to our dogs
through the application of force, pain, and
intimidation. It takes the blame away from
the dog and puts the responsibility for success
where it belongs — on human shoulders.

In the old days, if a dog didn’t respond well
to coercion we claimed there was something
wrong with the dog, and continued to
increase the level of force until he finally
submitted. If he didn’t submit he was often
labeled defective and discarded for a more
compliant model. With the positive paradigm,
it’s our role as the supposedly more
intelligent species to understand our dogs and
find a way that works for them rather than
forcing them into a one-size-fits-all mold.
The longer answer is that it encourages an
entire cultural mindset to move away from
aggression and force as a way to achieve
goals. The majority of dog owners and
trainers who have fun (and success) using
positive methods with their dogs come

to realize that it works with all creatures,
including the human species. They feel better
about training and find themselves less likely
to get angry with their dogs, understanding
that behavior is simply behavior, not some
maliciously deliberate attempt on the dog’s
part to challenge their authority.

People who use positive methods to affect
relationships get nicer. It feels nice to be nice.
Children learn to respect and understand
other living beings instead of learning to be
violent with them.

When training programs founder, positive
trainers are more apt to seek new solutions
rather than falling back on force and pain, or
worse, blaming — and possibly discarding —
the dog for not adapting to our rigid concept
of training. Indeed, in the last two decades,
during which time positive training has
gained a huge following, we’ve made even
more advances in our training creativity

and our understanding of behavior, canine

and otherwise, and have even more positive
options, tools, and techniques.

So, why positive? It’s simply the best way to
train.

Pat Miller is the owner of Peaceable Paws
Dog & Puppy Training Center in Maryland.
She is a freelance writer & author and is the
training editor for The Whole Dog Journal.
Pat received her CPDT certification as a pet
dog trainer from the Certification Council for
Pet Dog Trainers in September of 2001, one
of the first 136 trainers in the world to attain
this title. For more information, please visit
www.peaceablepaws.com

A Horse is a Horse
of Course of Course

Each year, WHS provides care and
comfort for thousands of homeless,
unwanted and abused animals.
Currently, our farm facility is
caring for several horses and other
livestock animals. Many of these
animals are available for adoption
and are in need of permanent,

responsible and loving homes.

For more information, please
visit our website at
www.whatcomhumane.org or email

adoptions@whatcomhumane.org.



SHELTER “WISH LIST”

P> Postage stamps - first class & post card

P New cat toys and catnip

P Blankets & towels (no electric blankets)

P Paper towels

P> Newspaper (minus the ads)

P Dog collars — Gentle Leader easy walk
harnesses, sensi-harnesses and
martingale collars for dog training —
all sizes, but especially L & XL

P Sturdy dog leashes

P Canned chicken

P White and colored copy paper

P New and quality used harnesses, water
buckets and supplies for livestock

»New dog toys and treats - KONGS and
BIG BONES would be greatly
appreciated

P Soft “stinky” dog treats

P Ink cartridges for our printers
(size HP 56, 57, 58, 96 & 97)

» Unopened bags and cans of dog & cat food

» Hamster, rabbit, guinea pig and domestic
rat food and treats

P Batteries, AAA, AA and 9 volt

P Gift Cards to any of the following
businesses: PetStop in Sehome
Village, Costco, Home Depot,
Lowes, Fred Meyer or Haggen
Food & Pharmacy

P> Cat scratchers and clumping cat litter
(Dr. Elsey’s Cat Attract brand
especially appreciated)

» 5 million dollars to build a new
state-of-the art shelter

» Benches for front of the shelter

»Small tractor for farm property

Accepting donations:

Tuesday — Saturday from 10am — 6pm.

For more information, please contact Laura
Clark at (360)733-2080, extension # 3002
or email outreach@whatcomhumane.org.

Check out our amazon.com wishlist! Visit

amazon.com, “gifts & wishlists” then type in
Whatcom Humane.

Summer Time Pet Care Tips

= Do not leave your
companion animal in parked car,
even for a few minutes. During
warm weather, the inside of your
car can reach 120° in a matter of
minutes, even if you’re parked in
the shade. Pets who are left in hot
cars even briefly can suffer from
heat exhaustion, heat stroke,
brain damage, or death.

= Provide plenty of fresh
water and shade for your pets
while they’re enjoying the great
outdoors so they can stay cool.

= Another summertime threat
are fleas and ticks. Use only flea
and tick treatments recommended
by your veterinarian.

= Pets can get sunburned
too, and your pet may require
special pet friendly sunscreen
on his or her nose and ear tips.
Pets with light-colored noses or
light-colored fur on their ears
are particularly vulnerable to
sunburn and skin cancer.

= Pets need exercise even
when it is hot, but extra care
needs to be taken with older
dogs, short-nosed dogs, and
those with thick coats. On very
hot days, limit exercise to early
morning or evening hours. Keep
in mind that asphalt gets very hot
and can burn your pet’s paws.

= Don’t take your pets to
crowded summer events such
as concerts, fairs or farmers
markets. The loud noises and
crowds, combined with the hear
can be stressful and dangerous
for pets.

= If citizens see an animal in
distress, contact WHS or your
local animal control agency
immediately.

= In summer heat your pet
can suffer from heat exhaustion
and heat stroke. These conditions
are very serious and could cause
your pet to die. Be aware of

the signs of heat stress: heavy
panting, glazed eyes, a rapid
pulse, unsteadiness, a staggering
gait, vomiting, or a deep red or
purple tongue.

If your pet does become
overheated, you need to
immediately lower his body
temperature. Move your pet into
the shade and apply cool (not
cold) water over his body to
gradually lower his core body
temperature. Apply cold towels
or ice packs to your pet’s head,
neck, and chest only. Let your pet
drink small amounts of water or
lick ice cubes.

Most importantly, get him or her
to a veterinarian immediately.

NO AUTOGRAPHS PLEASE

Don’t forget to tune in and see or hear about the WHS shelter animals every
week as they strut their stuff on local radio and television.

Petwatch TV, Channel 26 (COMCAST)
Airs three times a day, every day - 9am, 3pm and 6:30pm.

Note: PetWatch is now available throughout Western Washington on
Comcast On Demand. Tell your friends and family to check their cable

system and tune in.

Petwatch TV, Now Available on Bellingham Channel BTV10
Check out PetWatch on its second home at BTV10. Weekly air times are:
8am Thursday & Sunday, 4pm Tuesday and 7:30pm Friday.

KAFE Radio 104.3 FM “KAFE Critter” Segment

Airs every Wednesday morning at 6:15am & 8:15am on the Dave and Shari
Morning Show on KAFE 104.3 FM.
Check out www.KAFE.com to see fun video of the KAFE Critter each week!

Thanks to all our friends in the media for helping find homeless, unwanted
and abused animals new homes!

Whatcom Humane Socie

® Advocates for animals;

CARING FOR ANIMALS SINCE 1902 s

Statement of Principle: The Whatcom
Humane Society believes that all animals, as sentient
beings, have value beyond economic measurements
and are entitled to legal, moral, and ethical
consideration and protection.

Vision: our community treats all animals with
kindness, respect, and compassion.

Mission Statement: The Whatcom Humane Society:

e Educates the community to promote humane treatment and respect for animals;
® Provides for abandoned, injured, abused or neglected animals.




